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Welcome to the latest Mission Newsletter.  

Every issue we will bring you the latest in everything Mission at Upton 

Vale; from The Cosslets in Mexico to the Cottage Cafe in Torquay. News 

of home mission projects and how you can get involved in Mission etc.  

This is an exciting time for Mission in Upton Vale and we hope by read-

ing òThe Missionó bi-monthly you will share in the challenges our church 

missionaries face and the blessings poured out as they serve the Lord in 

the world. Wherever that may be.                                                                                    
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 December 2009/January 2010  Bringing Mission closer to Home  

Introducing the Seniors -  Malaysian Missionaries  

working at the Malaysia Bible Seminary  

(MBS), and interdenominational college 

with about 130 full and part -time students.  

Rog and Jane are hoping to begin ministry  

there in January  2010 and Rog will also 

continue with his Ph.D. studies in theology  

at the same time. Most of the students are 

from the Chinese community  in Malaysia 

but there are also others including some 

from neighbouring countries.  

Rog and Jane have built up a good under-

standing of East Asian cultures and see 

Malaysia as hav ing a strategic importance 

in reaching out in mission. Belonging to a 

Muslim country  Malaysians find doors 

open which Westerners cannot easily  en-

ter. Malaysia is a developing country  which 

others look to as a model. The Chinese 

churches there are very  committed to mis-

sion but are also calling out for help in 

Bible understanding which tends to be 

very  weak. MBS not only  works in its own 

college community  but also offers many 

programmes within local churches. MBS 

has great potential, and Rog and Jane are 

excited about being involved. As the Lord 

leads, their plan is to work there for up to 

six years giv ing special emphasis to disci-

pleship and equipping people for ministry .  

MAT says: UV have recently committed to 

supporting Rog and Jane in this potentially 

very fruitful and rewarding teaching    

opportunity  

Rog (58) and Jane (55) met at Manchester 

University  where Rog studied Chemistry 

obtaining a Ph.D. Jane studied Politics and 

Modern History  and later became an infant 

teacher. Jane had become a Christian in 

Maidstone at the age of 15, and Rog while 

at university . In 1974 both were called to 

missions through the ministry  of John and 

Anne Townsend and sensed the Lord lead-

ing them to a Bible teaching ministry  in 

East Asia with OMF. After apply ing to OMF 

they  were adv ised to obtain more church 

ministry  experience which they  did at 

Maidstone Baptist Church alongside secu-

lar work.  

They  then attended All Nations Christian 

College but after making an application to 

OMF were turned down on health grounds. 

This was a great shock, but at exactly  that 

time the Lord had indicated that they 

should work in Korea and so they had 

peace that He would work things out. They 

then worked as pastor of Wheatley Park 

Baptist Church, Doncaster, which was a 

time of great growth and healing. While 

there, the Lord made it clear that they 

should re -apply  for OMF. This time they 

were accepted for work in Korea where 

they  ministered for more than 16 years.  

Rogõs main focus was on training pastors 

and theological students in expository 

preaching, while Jane was involved in disci-

pleship and evangelism. For 9 years they 

directed the OMF Korea field and were also 

very  active in missionary  training. After a 

time of study  leave, during which Rog was 

awarded a Masters degree in Theology and 

Jane a diploma in Theology , they  were led 

to Mongolia where they  ministered at the 

Union Bible Theological College for seven 

years. Rog taught Bible related subjects 

and Jane Church History  and English. For 

three years they  also worked as principal of 

the college. However in 2009, due to v isa 

difficulties they  had to leave Mongolia very 

suddenly , but had an assurance that the 

Lord was asking them to be open to a new 

situation.  

The Lord made it plain through many dif-

ferent people that they  should consider 

 

 Please contact MAT at the church office:   

01803 400403 or themission@uptonvale.org.uk  

Click here to leave feedback on this art ic le   

Click here to discover more   

MAT are committed to informing our read-

ers of everything õMissionõ at UV - We have 

come to realise The Miss ion can only hold 

so much information. In an effort to bring 

you some more background information on 

each and every art ic le we bring to you. 

How? Well firstly open the electronic vers ion 

available fro m the UV website. You will no-

tice that at the end of each article youõll see 

the web -link ôclick here to discover moreõ. 

This will open a webpage relevant to the 

art icle.  

Another way MAT he lp is by encouraging 

those God calls to mission. MAT do this in 

several ways but without exception all our 

Miss ionaries love to hear from the friends 

back home - This is where you can all help.  

As well as the ôdiscover moreõ link we have 

added a ôClick here to leave feedback on 

this articleõ clicking here will launch an 

email to the miss ion email address 

(themission@uptonvale.org.uk ) and will 

feature the art ic le tit le in the subject field - 

this w ill help us forward your comments to 

the relevant miss ionary. MAT hold a confi-

dential list of email addresses and by send-

ing your comments to one address we can 

forward them to many! Good huh and all we 

need to encourage many is you!  

Say you want to welcome the Seniors or 

volunteer for a cottage cafe shift just c lick 

on the link and write your comments - MAT 

will do the rest. Maybe you want to send 

encouraging words to the Street Pastors or 

Shekinah MAT can help with that.  

Why not  send a Christmas message to 

some of our Missionaries?  

Please help us t o encourage our         

Missionary friends and get  in touch!!!  

The Mission goes all interactive  

http://www.uptonvale.org.uk/
mailto:themission@uptonvale.org.uk?subject=Enquiry
mailto:themission@uptonvale.org.uk?subject=Introducing%20the%20Seniors%20-%20Malaysian%20Missionaries
http://www.mbs.org.my/


"WHY SEND A CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX WHEN SENDING MONEY 

TO BUY GIFTS LOCALLY PROVIDES LOCAL JOBS?"  

Lots of people feel 

sending money is a 

better way of giving 

local, appropriate and 

focused help, and 

there's a lot of truth in 

that. But in KOSOVA, 

where 47% are unem-

ployed, ethnic Albani-

ans ARTUR & BRIKENA 

KRASNIQI have used 

the shoeboxes as a way 

of entering Serbian enclaves which had been closed to them 

since Kosovo's declaration of independence from Serbia in 

2008. Artur has the rare distinction of being pastor of a 

church which during the recent Balkan wars had a sign at 

the entrance which read "PLEASE UNLOAD YOUR WEAPONS". 

Several UK soldiers became Christians and were baptised 

there. Eurovangelism has supported Artur through all this - 

and still does. The Moslems say "the Christians are only 

here for a short time, that is why they only rent church 

buildings" - so for Christians to build and own church build-

ings has great significance locally. Artur is a diamond of a 

man. The Moslems accused them of being the sect Jeho-

vah's Witnesses. So Artur and friends all went to the local 

hospital , with publicity, to give blood!!  JW's don't tend to 

do that!!  

 

SPACE PRECLUDES - so many stories. Go online at 

www.eurovangelism.org.uk    to read more. One final story 

to emerge from this dynamic conference is set in ALBANIA 

where BESA SHAPILO helped by Eurovangelism runs a Chris-

tian literacy campaign called MISSION POSSIBLE. Through 

the Miracle Magazine she has helped hundreds of children 

become literate. But this has led on to Summer Camps 

where she has about 200 children, Bible Clubs which are 

good for developing peer leaders, and The Hope Centre in 

the slum suburb of Bathore near Tirana the Capital. With a 

small team she has run feeding projects and social develop-

ment classes. She teaches on issues like violence, blood 

feuds, against murder in the family (not uncommon), 

against preventing girls from getting higher education, and 

against obliging girls to marry at 15 or 16.  

 

Eurovangelism will soon be changing their name to RISE, 

being a description of what they do.  Resource,  Inspire,  

Serve in Europe.  

Davie Roderick, the new and young director of Eurovangel-

ism (RISE), gave a talk about "Where the money went".  

Among other things they support churches in Montenegro , 

Macedonia, Russia, Moldova, Croatia, Bosnia, and Serbia.  

They support Leadership Seminars, Childcare courses, they 

support specific projects, a Hospice in Romania, training for 

leaders in Womenõs Shelters in Bulgaria... Alpha courses.   

All this with three full time and a few part time helpers.  

Why not join us at the conference in Leicester, Novem-

ber next year?  

Each issue we will feature a report from missions associated with Upton Vale; from the Cossletts in Mexico or the latest 

news from Les Tidball who was with the Romania Mission Society, to individual mission activity such as Mary Lear for 

Mercy Ships or news from the street pastors here in the bay.   

Page 2 REPORT on the EUROVANGELISM Conference 

Brunel Manor, 13 -15 Nov 2009 - by Peter & Glenys 

Hammond, who with Phyl Redwood & Susanne Wesley, 

attended this event.  

"FIND THE LOCAL PERSON WITH THE VISION TO CHANGE 

THE COUNTRY" - says Gary Cox, immediate past director 

of Eurovangelism.. By following this and other simple 

guidelines Eurovangelism have been at the TIPPING POINT 

of many established ministries across Europe. What's a 

"Tipping Point" ?  It's the place where by just applying a 

little effort, the greatest change is brought about.   For 

example, Gary Cox went with Sandy Millar (of Holy Trinity 

Brompton (HTB), home of Alpha) to Eastern Europe some 

years ago to look at some projects over there. Years later, 

with Alpha courses in the UK proven to be what God was 

presently using to bring thousands into His Kingdom, 

Sandy wanted to see Alpha start in Eastern Europe. Sandy 

remembered Gary, and asked Gary to help. Gary found the 

right person in Eastern Europe, Eurovangelism gave a little 

"seed corn" money - and now there are over 1000 Alpha 

courses running in 13 countries - with the addition of dis-

cipleship courses and The Marriage Course.  

All the original HTB manuals needed translation and train-

ers needed training -a mammoth task, all done locally. Ro-

mania runs over 500 Alpha courses and has the strongest 

protestant evangelical church in Europe. Poland has 93 

courses running, 85% of which are in Catholic churches!!  

In Bulgaria they have had the biggest breakthrough of 

2009 with orthodox priests and their Bishop at a course 

because the Bishop recognised he wasn't attracting young 

people into the church..  

"I WAS TRAINED TO GO INTO CHRISTIAN MEETINGS in AL-

BANIA AND DISRUPT THEM" says Brizni Bilibitti (name 

changed fo r security).   With the collapse of communism, 

Middle Eastern Moslems targeted Moslem communities in 

Eastern Europe, some in Albania. Building mosques in 

small communities and training zealous Moslems to point 

out inconsistencies in the Bible was the plan. It backfi red 

for them with Brizni because when he studied the bible to 

learn about the inconsistencies, he was converted. Since 

then he has organised 10 Alpha courses in 2008 and al-

ready 31 in 2009. There are very few churches in Albania.  

 

THINK OF TURKEY 

FOR CHRISTMAS - no 

not the bird but the 

country. When we 

read about the seven 

churches in Revela-

tion, we are talking 

Turkey!! Things have 

gone full circle and 

now Eurovangelism 

have found the right 

nationals there:  they have the same DNA as the locals and 

know just how to make the unchanging Gospel appropri-

ate for their countrymen and women. This is exciting and 

strategic - and they want to run the first Alpha course in 

Turkey.   

òRomania runs over 500 Alpha courses and has the strongest 

protestant evangelical church in Europe ó 

Click here to leave feedback on this art ic le   

For to be informed is to partic ipate . 

Click here to discover more  

http://www.eurovangelism.org.uk/
mailto:themission@uptonvale.org.uk?subject=REPORT%20on%20the%20EUROVANGELISM%20Conference
http://www.eurovangelism.org.uk/imgs/octnov09/euronewoctnov09.pdf


Rob Woodhams writes on India  
power, and He alone has the power to deliver that baby  

safely. After many meetings with Tony she finally agreed 

to trust in God. The baby was fine , she was fine, and she 

went on to have another boy after him.   

After a few day I went to Ooty and stayed in a really aw ful place - it  

was like a prison cell! As I sat on my dirty bed, too repulsed by the 

bathroom to go in it , I asked myself what I was doing here! I went to 

the Christ ian guest house I knew about, Montauban, but they were 

full. She told me  to come back in the morning and she may be able to 

help me. I went back to my cell, and said to God that I really needed a 

refuge ! I felt alone and vulnerable. I read some encouraging words 

about Paul, and his hardships during his mission trips, and went to 

sleep in all my c lothes, so I didn't have to get under the filthy sheets!  

 

In the morning I went to Montauban and, praise God she gave a 

lovely room, that had been mistakenly left empty. She told me that 

she had heard from God that I needed to be there , and she had 

prayed that it would be possible. I went back to my cell to collect my 

bag, and then took great delight in unpacking it in my lovely room! 

They gave me a bucket of hot water, and I had the best bucket bath 

ever! Joy comes in the morn-

ing!  

 

Back with Tony we identified 

the priority for Tony to get a 

water tank built , so he can let 

the upper floors of their as a 

guest house. Then he has the 

potential to be self suffic ient - 

the tank will cost £1000, (the 

Cottage Café has k indly agreed 

to fund this).  

 

Please continue to pray for Tony and his family. Every day theyõre on 

the front line , serving God and he lping to build his Kingdom in Maha-

balipuram. Pray for Sujis dad who has been diagnosed with cancer, 

pray for the Gypsy and Irula tribe - that they would know the truth 

and reality of Jesus. Pray for safe travel also, in one of the road traffic  

accident black spots of the world.  

What makes me laugh and such a miracle in itself is that God brought 

me here - a failure in the worldõs eyes; a divorcee and a bankrupt, 

and he worked through me to encourage in relat ionships and on 

money matters! I love how he turns things on their heads for His 

glory. It  proves that we are nothing, just plastic bags, but the treas-

ure is within!  'We own nothing, yet 

we have everything!' 2 Cor 6:10  

One of the countries we have been involved with is Moldova. 

Many children are at risk in this country and for more than 6 

years we have supported a Kindergarten in Vadal lui Isac in 

Southern Moldova - this is where Zina was a teacher. We also 

sent money towards a Coffee shop called óKaris Pizzaó in 

Gotesti which is now up and running. It is a great venue for 

Alpha courses, provides an income and its a great place to 

meet. Mark and Mari McCormick do a great work in Gotesti. We 

would like to make a short ôvisionõ Trip to Moldova to visit 

these projects, see how we can help further and encourage the  

believers .  

It is just an idea at present but contact Glen Hammond if you 

might be interested in going for a week. Phone 605414 or 

glenyshammo nd@yahoo.co.uk  

The Cottage Cafe also has a range of Created (new name for 

Tearcraft)  Christmas cards and gifts. These make ideal Christ-

mas presents. Come to the Café and collect a catalogue or con-

tact Judy Fine at judyafine@googlemail.com  Donõt forget our 

Cottage Café mugs 

make great  presents 

too..  

All the team are vol-

unteers and if you 

would like to help in 

anyway please contact 

Glen Hammond  

On Monday 9 November it was 25 years since we opened our doors as a 

café. When we first opened our doors the kitchen was tiny w ith stairs  going  

up behind where the till is now and going over one of our work tables so 

we had to duck our heads.. The Café itself had two small wall heaters and  

in the winter it was very cold. Now you come in to a carpeted, centrally 

heated café thanks to work that has been done over the years. Thanks to  

the refit in January and February this  year we have a lot more work space, a  

Coffee machine that makes fresh ground coffee and a new commercial  

dishwasher.  

The 25
t h

 Anniversary was mentioned in the morning services on the 8
t h

 

November and we had a beautiful cake made by Jenny to mark the occa-

sion. It was served in the Café on Monday. All our custo mers were given 

chocolates during the week (until they ran out!). We have had a China mug  

made to mark the event which we are selling 

in the Café and at the welcome desk.  

In the 25 years we have given away almost 

£300,000 to various projects overseas in 

over 28 different  countries . We send it via 

people who are known to us or the organisa-

tions that we work through. Recently we 

have sent £1,000 to the Open Doors Appeal 

for a well in Nigeria. Weõre hoping to send 

£1,000 for a water tank to support the work 

that Rob Woodhams went to visit in India 

(see above artic le). We also are looking to 

send £5,000 for a health c linic in Southern 

Sudan or possibly Western Burma through 

HART. You can learn more about their work 

by vis it ing www.hart -uk.org  

25 years of wonderful coffee and cake!  

I first went to Mahabalipuram in 

1997 -8, volunteering for Scrip-

ture Union. I worked on several 

projects including one with 

Tony Babu, an Indian worker, 

working in isolated co mmuni-

ties. I went back in `99, and 

since then Tony has been faith-

fully continuing the work full 

time , be ing supported by a 

handful of volunteer. Recently I 

felt  God te lling me  I should go 

and see him, and see how Tony 

could be supported and encour-

aged. He works with two com-

munit ies; the Irlua tribe - a very poor people who live in the most 

basic of huts, so me of their men -folk earn money fro m labouring 

jobs in appalling condit ions. Then there are the gypsy's , who hunt, 

while the women make necklaces and brace lets to sell to the tour-

ists. Many of them still live in real deprivation.  

Here are a few extracts from my diary...  

I arriving in Madras at 3am and caught up w ith old friends. It  is  so 

warm ð 30
o
C at night! That evening Tony and I prayed with a local 

gypsy tribe and told them how people 10,000 km away were praying 

for them. They were excited and encouraged to learn that!  

 

Tony lives in a house that was donated by some German Christians 

who were here after the tsunami - it is large enough to use as a 

guest house. Tony has 3 sons and a foster daughter; Mary, who is 7 

She, was rejected by her parents. Tony has arranged for her to at-

tend school  

 

I read 2 Cor 1 3 -12 this  morning and that made a lot of sense! We  

are just clay pots - or in a modern translation 'plastic  bags', a worth-

less item, but the treasure is within - that is God working in us.  

 

This morning we went to the Gypsy tribe again. We had a small ser-

vice with them. Lots of lives have been touched here - they tradit ion-

ally used black magic and there was many who found Tonyõs patient 

discipleship a real witness. One boy Tony pointed out has a fascinat-

ing story; his mother was told by a sorcerer that this baby will k ill 

you if you carry on with the pregnancy. Tony counseled, prayed with 

her and told her that the God we serve is bigger than any dark 

leave feedback on this artic le   
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